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The purpose will be to recognize and honor those persons who, 
through their performance and achievements, reflect credit on the 
Sidney City Schools so that present-day students may find identity 
with the past and establish goals for the future. The Hall of Honor 

will reinforce a positive image of the Sidney City Schools both 
inside and outside the district, as it strives to foster an increased 

sense of pride among students, faculty, staff, alumni, and residents.

Sidney City Schools Hall of Honor Mission Statement



HISTORY OF THE HALL OF HONOR

In mid-1993, eleven persons gathered in the home of then Superintendent 
Lew Blackford to discuss the feasibility of establishing a Sidney City 
Schools Hall of Honor. The idea of somehow recognizing the significant 
achievements of worthy individuals had been formulating in Lew’s mind 
for years. He knew a number of these success stories and realized - in a 
district nearly 150 years old - there had to be many more. Toward that 
end, the assembled group included graduates as far back as the 1920’s 
who were knowledgeable about many potential candidates and their 
accomplishments. The enthusiasm in the room was evident; what  
was needed was a structured process.

Lew was very impressed with the Fairborn Schools Hall of Honor 
Ceremony, so he invited one of its committee members to speak to 
the group. Soon the format was set and the impressive results over the 
more than 20 years are represented through the plaques hanging in the 
auditorium foyer. Including the 2017 inductees, membership stands at 
123.

The realization that these achievements have impacted people’s lives 
literally around the world is a fitting testimony to Lew Blackford’s vision 
and the worthiness of our Hall of Honor.

The Hall of Honor Committee is guided by a set of bylaws, established 
around its mission.

Devon Beer (SHS 1981) serves as the chairman of the Hall of Honor 
Committee. Other committee members include: Jerry Allen, Merrill 
Asher, Lisa Beigel, Gregg Bonnoront, Mandi Croft, Randy Echols, Gary 
Elsass, Brooke Gessler, Jon Geuy, Rudy Keister, Dave Ross, John Scheu, 
and Terri Thompson.

Hall of Honor Founder - Lewis A. Blackford 
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FROM THE CHAIR MAN

On behalf of our Hall of Honor Committee, many thanks for joining 
us here tonight to celebrate twenty-four years of the Sidney City 
Schools Hall of Honor. My fellow committee members include: Jerry 
Allen, Merrill Asher, Lisa Beigel, Gregg Bonnoront, Mandi Croft, 
Randy Echols, Gary Elsass, Brooke Gessler, Jon Geuy, Rudy Keister, 
Dave Ross, John Scheu, and Terri Thompson. These fine people have 
approached our task with both enthusiasm and seriousness of purpose.

In addition to those listed elsewhere as contributors and participants, 
let me also thank the following for their roles in yet another successful 
venture: Dave Ross, Greg Snyder, Tiffany Rank, Roche Raterman, 
Sidney City Schools Food Service and SHS Cafeteria Staff, Sidney Daily 
News, Sidney Flower Shop, SHS Custodial Staff, SHS Digital Media 
Productions, SHS Jazz Band, and SHS Student Government.

Each induction ceremony makes a positive statement about our school 
system. As a product of this school system, I take great pride in 
saluting those who have been chosen for the highest honor bestowed 
by the Sidney City Schools. It is a proud moment for all of us who have 
graduated from or been associated with the Sidney City Schools.

Our committee is always looking for qualified candidates to consider 
for induction. You can obtain applications and information about the 
necessary qualifications by either stopping by the Board of Education or 
visiting the Hall of Honor website at www.sidneyhallofhonor.com. We 
appreciate your help in maintaining a strong list of candidates for our 
Hall of Honor.

Devon Beer, Chairman of the Hall of Honor Committee

Devon Beer, Chairman



WELCOME 

Welcome to the twenty-fourth annual Hall of Honor Induction Ceremony. 
This evening marks another year of honoring outstanding individuals 
with induction into the Sidney City Schools Hall of Honor. Whether 
they are past Sidney High School graduates, former staff members, 
or those that have had a significant impact upon our community, the 
achievements of these inductees are a source of pride for Sidney City 
Schools and our community. 

This year’s Hall of Honor inductees, and all those who came before, are 
the best of the best. They serve as role models for our present and future 
students and inspire them to become contributors to their community 
and leaders in their chosen professions. 

I would like to extend gratitude to the Hall of Honor Committee, the 
Sidney High School Administration, staff members, and businesses 
who have worked diligently to prepare for this evening and make it a 
memorable experience for us all. 

The founder of the Hall of Honor, Lew Blackford, former Sidney City 
School teacher, administrator, and superintendent, contributed in so 
many ways to make our Sidney community a better place to live and 
work. Lew’s untimely death at age 72 in June of 2013 was a huge loss to 
Sidney. Thank you, Lew Blackford, for your vision and wisdom 24 years 
ago when this Hall of Honor was conceived. 

Again, congratulations to this year’s class of inductees, and thank you to 
all for your support of this program. That Sidney Pride is showing! 

John Scheu, Superintendent

John Scheu, Sidney City Schools Superintendent 
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2017 HALL OF HONOR PROGR AM

MUSICAL PRELUDE
WELCOME

Devon Beer, Master of Ceremonies & Hall of Honor Chairman
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

Amanda Thomas, SHS Senior Class President
INVOCATION 

Rev. Jonathan Schriber, St. John’s Lutheran Church
NATIONAL ANTHEM

SHS Jazz Band, Directed by Chris Adams
COMMENTS & INTRODUCTIONS

John Scheu, Sidney City Schools Superintendent
REMARKS

Hannah Wiford, SHS Student Government President
VIDEO PRESENTATION

SHS Digital Media Productions & Greg Snyder, Teacher/Advisor
ON BEHALF OF PREVIOUS INDUCTEES

Dave Ross, HOH 2010

INDUCTION OF HONOREES 
The late Ken McCormick 
Reflections by Dave Ross 

Award accepted by his children, Pam Scott and Todd McCormick
Mick Given, SHS 1975

Introduced by Denny Sollmann
Tom Milligan, SHS 1978
Introduced by Tim Matz

Susan Russell, SHS 1970 
Introduced by Mike Barhorst

ALMA MATER
Please join us in singing the Sidney High School Alma Mater,  

which can be found on the inside page of the back cover.

Public reception to follow in the Sidney High School Gymnasium.
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2017 I NDUCTEE ~ MICK GIVEN

The current Workforce Partnership 
which is expanding throughout 
Shelby County schools began in the 
Sidney City Schools in 2013 due 
to the efforts of Martin L. “Mick” 
Given (SHS 1975), President of 
Ferguson Construction, and several 
business contemporaries whose 
collective efforts were welcomed by 
the school board and administration. 
The program is designed to teach the 
skills that make students employable 
while exposing them to the numerous 
opportunities available locally. Its 

growth has been dynamic, with success stories beginning to appear.

While growing up in a home with a dad who ran a prominent 
construction company (Thomas E. Given, SHS 1949, HoH 1997), 
Mick embraced a future opportunity with Ferguson while recognizing 
that his own education should bring a new skill set to the expanding 
and evolving business. After spending summers working in the field 
with Ferguson, he graduated from the University of Dayton with a 
degree in civil engineering and brought that expertise back to Sidney.  
By 2001 he was company President.

Family has always been the centerpiece of the firm’s culture. This 
goes well beyond the Given family. “Our annual company Christmas 
party illustrates both our growth and emphasis on family,” he said 
recently. “My first Ferguson Christmas party with my parents was in 
the mid-1960’s in a small banquet hall on Water Street with plenty of 
room for employees and families. Today we have about 350 employees 
and 500 attendees.” 

Once a well known home builder, Ferguson has evolved into a 
major regional design/build contractor for large projects including 
industrial, commercial, storage, educational, and medical applications.  
Three satellite offices complement the Sidney base of operations.

His Workforce Partnership leadership is currently his most visible 
civic contribution but is just one of many that resulted in his 2014 

2017 I NDUCTEE ~ MICK GIVEN

selection for the local Chamber of Commerce Zenith Award for 
lifetime achievement in community service. His resume includes 
service to the YMCA, Wilson Health, Sidney Memorial Stadium, 
Sidney City Schools, Shelby Hills and S & H Products, Community 
Foundation, Moose Lodge, University of Dayton, and United 
Way.  He’s also been active in professional organizations within 
the construction industry and has been widely recognized for those 
efforts. 

Given becomes the first member of his 1975 graduating class to be 
inducted into the Hall of Honor. He and wife Vickie (Jones, SHS 
1975) reside in Sidney and have three adult children.
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2017 I NDUCTEE ~ TOM MILLIGAN

Even when initially working away 
from Sidney following his college 
days, Thomas P. Milligan (SHS 
1978) always knew that his family’s 
businesses could still hold his future.  
When his uncle Sam passed away, 
his father (Patrick H. Milligan, SHS 
1946, HoH 1999) told Tom that the 
time was right if he wanted to return 
home. “As my dad often liked to say, 
I came home on 8/8/88 and that’s easy 
to remember,” said the former Hall of 
Honor committee member and chair 
with degrees from Ohio Wesleyan and 
Columbia Universities.

The Milligan businesses have always involved stone. That remains 
true today with Tom serving as CEO of Western Ohio Cut Stone 
which specializes in decorative stone for building and landscaping. 
He is widely recognized within his industry and has served it in many 
capacities.

Since returning to Sidney almost three decades ago, Tom has been 
a loyal public servant via many avenues. He’s been a trustee at 
Edison State Community College since 1999 including two terms as 
Chair and one as Vice-Chair, and has helped lead the purchase and 
revitalization of the Historic Sidney Theatre into a modern yet historic 
performing arts venue. In keeping with family tradition, he’s been a 
dedicated member and leader of the local Presbyterian Church.

One unique activity of Tom’s has its roots in his high school days 
when he studied Spanish under Marlin Shamblin. Tom not only 
embraced the language but also the Latino culture, creating the 
gateway to his service through Presbyterian World Mission to 
the group’s Colombia Mission Network including the Reformed 
University in Colombia.

PWM Director Dr. B. Hunter Farrell says, “It is obvious...that the 
University would not have been able to attain its level of achievement 
and institutional excellence were it not for Tom’s inspiring 
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2017 I NDUCTEE ~ TOM MILLIGAN

commitment...” This has been a hands-on relationship including many 
visits to Colombia.

Milligan joins Rob Decker (2016) to represent the 1978 graduating 
class in the Hall of Honor. Tom and wife Mardie have two adult 
children.
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2017 I NDUCTEE ~ SUSAN RUSSELL 2017 I NDUCTEE ~ SUSAN RUSSELL

Susan L. Russell (SHS 1970), a 
National Merit Scholar, Editor of the 
school newspaper, and the first girl 
who dared to wear pants to school, 
comes home to Sidney High School 
to be inducted into the Sidney City 
Schools Hall of Honor.  

It was only natural that Susan was 
destined for a career dealing with 
the written word.  Her mother 
Margo (SHS 1937, HoH 1998) was 
the internationally known Editor of 
Coin World while father Marion held 
a similar position with the Sidney 
Daily News.

She received two degrees from Miami University and served seven 
years as the institution’s Creative Director of Publications.  She also 
held similar positions at the Rockefeller Foundation and Princeton 
University before launching her own marketing company, the Russell 
Mark Group, in northern California, which specializes in branding 
and name selection for businesses and other entities.  Clients include a 
“who’s who” of the nearby Silicon Valley along with the Fortune 500.

One unique client was the International Astronomical Union, which 
catalogs and names minor planets. They were so impressed with the 
Russell Mark Group that they named a minor planet for the company.  
This would have undoubtedly pleased 2002 Hall of Honor inductee 
Dr. Clyde Fisher, the “father” of American astronomy.  “My mom 
made sure I was aware of Clyde Fisher since both of us are from 
Orange Township,” she recalled recently.  Fisher graduated from 
Orange in 1892.

Russell has been very active in public service, especially where 
her marketing and branding talents could be employed; she was 
recently honored as Volunteer of the Year at her local YMCA. She’s 
a personification of excellence and versatility as a classically trained 
singer and a certified teacher of English as a second language.

 Her 1970 graduating class has now produced four members of the 

Hall of Honor. Russell is joined by Retired Lt. Col. Lloyd E. Lutz, Jr. 
(1995), William Hudson, Jr. (1996), and Kevin Stayton (2011).  She 
resides in El Cerrito in the San Francisco Bay region of northern 
California.
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2017 I NDUCTEE ~ K EN MCCOR MICK

13

Marlin Shamblin and Ken McCormick 
were good friends from their days at 
Marshall University in Huntington, 
West Virginia. Shamblin became 
a Spanish teacher at Sidney High 
School and urged his social studies 
counterpart to join him in a 
community he and his family had 
come to enjoy and call “home.”

In 1968 the two were reunited until 
retiring from teaching.  Shamblin 
gets credit not only for bringing a fine 
educator to Sidney but also a caring 
person who would become a full 

participant in school, church, and community. 

Given and Milligan each had McCormick for American History 
during their junior years. He was not yet teaching college prep 
American History during Russell’s junior year which was his first in 
Sidney.

After teaching in both West Union and Botkins (OH), he arrived at 
Sidney High School in 1968 and stayed for 25 years while earning 
his Master’s at Ball State University. He was active in the Sidney 
Education Association and served as its President. SEA named him 
Teacher of the Year in 1992. He viewed supplemental duties as part of 
being a teacher, from coaching to announcing to equipment manager 
to advising student organizations.

Ken McCormick’s candidacy for the Hall of Honor was supported 
by many former students and colleagues. Now retired Sidney teacher 
Terri (Snavley) Thompson (SHS 1973) cited him as an inspiration for 
her to become a teacher, and a mentor once she entered the profession.  
Cincinnati TV news personality Sheila Slyh Robinson (SHS 1983, 
HoH 2005 ) hopes that “all of my children’s teachers show the care 
and concern which he showed to me and my classmates.”

The non-educational community also got to know him through the 
Sock & Buskin Theater group, golfing activities, and his total 
 

2017 I NDUCTEE ~ K EN MCCOR MICK

immersion in the First Baptist Church including his performances in 
the church choir.

The huge majority of the Hall of Honor consists of SHS graduates but 
it’s also open to outstanding employees and supporters of the district 
who come from elsewhere. McCormick is the 18th non-alumnus to be 
recognized through 24 inductions and 123 members. He’s survived 
by his wife Polly of Sidney and two adult children. Appropriately, one 
is a teacher and the other a historical society administrator, and they 
will jointly accept his award.

Ken McCormick, 
his first year of 
teaching.
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MEMBERS BY I NDUCTION YEAR MEMBERS BY I NDUCTION YEAR

2016 - page 16
Rob Decker (1978)
Marjorie Dunnavant (1954)
Kathy Lindsey (1967)
Charles Rhyan (1961)

2015 - page 17
W. Todd Bassett (1957)
Donald Manning (1933)
Ken Monnier (1977)
Todd Taylor (1990)

2014 - page 18
Linda (Harp) DeVelvis (1968)
Dr. Thomas Glover (1963)
Irv Johnson (1958)
James Wells (1957)

2013 - page 19
Douglas Millhoff (1958)
Bill Ross, III (1965)

2012 - page 20
Doug Aschenbach (1977)
Mari Kohri, PhD (1991)
Laura Richards (1911)

2011 - page 21
Frank Fahrer
Brad Henke, PhD (1980)
Melvin Lantz (1949)
Kevin Stayton (1970)

2010 - page 22
James H. Fouss (1957) 
Vera DeLean Ginn (1925) 
Virginia McMillan (1941) 
Frank Neville, Jr. (1949) 
Dave Ross (1972)

2009 - page 23
Timothy C. Adams (1968)
Maclin Hall (1943)

William David Jamieson (1958)
Roger McDermott (1958)

2008 - page 24
Barbara Fifer (1965)
Philip E. Maurer (1940)
Douglas Stewart (1967)
Thomas Watkins (1950)

2007 - page 25
Stephen J. Huxley, PhD (1961)
Elton G. Kaminski (1943)
Mary J. Meyer
Chuck Price (1967) 
Lawrence W. Waggoner, JD (1955)

2006 - page 26
Jim & Doris (Davis) Abbott (1962)
William H. Deam (1940)
Harry N. Faulkner (1959)
Larry Lorton, PhD (1956

2005 - page 27
William Covill
Rob Pottorf (1977)
Sheila Slyh Robinson (1983)
Robert L. Zielsdorf (1961)
Fletcher E. Zimpfer II, MD (1955)

2004 - page 28
Kathleen Geib Boykin (1960)
Julia Taylor Lamb
SGT. James D. Locker (1965)
Bruce L. Moon, PhD (1969)
Donald L. Stephan

2003 - page 29
Judge Joseph D. Barnes (1888)
Lewis A. Blackford (1959)
Richard Cromer (1937)
William M. Dodd (1967)
Sharon Eikenberry (1974)
Dr. William C. VonMeyer (1955)

(Graduating Class in Parenthesis) (Graduating Class in Parenthesis)

2002 - page 30
Dr. George Clyde Fisher (Orange 
Township 1892)
Dr. Clayton Kiracoffe, OD
James P. McClain (1945)
Roger C. McGee
Nancy Olson (1965)
David H. Schroeder (1973)

2001 - page 31
Jayne Wurstner Felgen (1962)
Paul E. Fitzwater
J. Richard Henke (1942)
Benjamin Lefevre
Gary VanFossen (1954)
The SHS Yellow Jacket Football 
Teams of 1968, 1969 & 1970

2000 - page 32
John Harmony (1918)
Marianne Lauterbur Helmlinger
James Humphrey (1939)
Dr. Tomas Kisielius, MD (1964)
Steve Lorton (1964)
Richard Slagle (1944)

1999 - page 33
William T. Amos (1927)
John T. Blake (1959)
Betty Weaver Fridley
Wilbur E. Johnston, DDS (1943)
Patrick H. Milligan (1946)
Jenny Zorn, PhD (1976)

1998 - page 34
Robert Burns (1943)
C. Wayne Davis (1949)
Shearl L. Elder
Margaret Russell (1937)
Homer W. Schamp, Jr., PhD (1941)
Cecil Watkins (1927)

1997 - page 35
John Herman Enders (1948)
Thomas E. Given (1949)
William Robinson Joslin, Sr. (1904)
James D. Russell, EdD (1959)
Donald R. Thompson, Jr., PhD (1960)
Dorothy Dull Wells (1944)

1996 - page 36
Linda McReynolds Bryant (1964)
Russell Bunker (1941)
Richard E. Flanagan (1944)
William Hudson, Jr.
Harold C. McDermott
William F. Mentges, MD (1949)
Rear Admiral Roger E. Spreen(1938)

1995 - page 37
Ruth Bennett Emmons (1916)
Ida Haslup Goode (1875)
Paul C. Lauterbur, PhD (1947)
Lt. Col. Lloyd E. Lutz, Jr. (Ret.)(1970)
Col. Ralph E. Monroe (Ret.) (1937)
Marcia C. Shattuck, MD (1971)
L. Jack Van Fossen (1955)

1994 -pages 38, 39
J. Oliver Amos (1927)
Mary Agnes Brandewie
Rebecca Crimm (SHS 1961)
Robert (Bob) Hipple (1934)
Lois Lenski (1911)
William W. Milligan (1941)
Granville Robinson
William A. Ross, Jr. (1940) 
Dean Atlee Snyder
Col. S.L. (Pete) Stephan (Ret.) (1931)



2016 I NDUCTEES

Rob Decker (SHS 1978) is an international leader in the amusement 
park industry as Senior Vice-President of Planning & Design with Cedar 
Fair. His specialty is roller coaster design complementing the theme and 
layout of the individual park.

Marjorie Dunnavant (SHS 1954) served the Sidney City Schools for 
over 40 years as a volunteer and board member. Her public service also 
included the Joint Vocational School and orphan causes.

Kathryn Lindsey (SHS 1967) has spent her adult life providing 
positive options to victims of family circumstance and crime, most notably 
through New Choices where she served twice as Executive Director.

Charles Rhyan (SHS 1961) had a distinguished career as a school 
administrator, most visibly as Anna’s superintendent. He still works in 
educational consulting, was an original trustee of Edison State Community 
College, helped organize Shelby County Compassionate Care, and continues 
to serve on multiple boards of non-profit organizations.
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2015 I NDUCTEES

W. Todd Bassett was set to graduate with the class of 1957 when his 
parents were transferred during his senior year from Sidney to Cincinnati 
with the Salvation Army. Todd followed in their footsteps by working for the 
Salvation Army from 1963-2006, serving as both National Commander and 
C.E.O. of the entire organization. He retired to Maine where he remains a 
Salvation Army volunteer.

Donald Manning (SHS 1933) was a national and international force 
in the bus transportation industry for some 60 years, first with C.D. Beck 
& Company in Sidney before joining Mack and then General Motors. 
The innovative engineer held over 30 patents including many that became 
industry standards.

Ken Monnier (SHS 1977) has become a prominent Sidney community 
leader as he ascended through the ranks at Copeland/Emerson over the past 
30 years to become Vice-President of Air Conditioning Engineering.  His 
civic leadership includes the arts, Wilson Memorial Hospital, and Holy 
Angels Catholic Church.

Todd Taylor (SHS 1990) was a key player on Sidney’s 1989 state 
football “final four” squad who has enjoyed a very successful career in 
professional sports marketing and administration including his current 
Executive Vice-Presidency of the NBA’s Indiana Pacers. He’s also worked 
in Major League Baseball and the National Hockey League.

Marjorie Dunnavant (center) on the Sidney City 
Schools Board of Education in 1978.

A roller coaster at Cedar 
Point designed by Rob 
Decker.



2014 I NDUCTEES

Linda (Harp) DeVelvis (SHS 1968) returned to Sidney after college 
and never left. She taught at all three levels of the Sidney City Schools 
and is best known for her award winning work in social studies. Currently 
Co-President of the Shelby County Historical Society, Linda’s character 
portrayals and authorship of children’s books are highly regarded.

Dr. Thomas Glover (SHS 1963) demonstrated the traits of the true 
student-athlete at both Sidney High and Ohio State. When an injury cut 
short a promising basketball career, Glover’s academic pursuits resulted 
in degrees in zoology, genetics, and population genetics, all by 1971. Tom 
remains active in teaching and textbook authorship from his home in 
Geneva, New York.

Irv Johnson (SHS 1958) emerged from modest beginnings and personal 
setbacks to head to college five years after leaving Sidney High School. He 
graduated in three years and began his career as an impactful industrial 
educator. He has advocated the GED program to help those left behind to 
complete high school requirements. Johnson lives in Yuma, Arizona.

James Wells (SHS 1957) is a mechanical engineer who made his mark 
in both the public and private sectors with our country’s space program 
(NASA) and Cummins Engine. He then ventured into research and 
consulting. Wells resides in Carmel, Indiana.
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2013 I NDUCTEES

Douglas Millhoff (SHS 1958) was MVL singles tennis champion in 
1957, taught youth tennis, and was captain and MVP during his years at 
Capital University. His efforts to support and promote tennis at Capital 
and in Sidney continue today. Doug graduated from Capital in 1963 and 
began his career with Mutual Federal in 1965, where he was cited for 
modernizing Mutual Federal and growing it almost five fold. Doug’s biggest 
philanthropic impact came about as he sought remedy for an equilibrium 
disorder at the Rehabilitation Center for Neurological Development in 
Piqua. He participated as a client, served as a trustee, was fund coordinator 
for a building campaign and provided current and future support for the 
organization.

Bill Ross, III (SHS 1965), upon graduating from Urbana College, Ross 
returned to Sidney to teach for one year before he joined the Marines, and 
became an officer, He resumed teaching in 1974 through retirement. While 
he taught several social studies courses, Military History was a personal 
favorite. He also had successful tenures coaching girls track and cross 
country. Bill completed his Master’s Degree at Eastern Kentucky and a 
doctorate at Southern Mississippi. Bill was selected as the Ohio High School 
Social Studies Teacher of the Year in 1994. After retiring from SCS in 2001 
he embarked on a second career that was a logical extension of his earlier 
work as he became a “teacher of teachers.”
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Dr. Paul Lauterbur (SHS 1947), inducted into the 
Hall of Honor in 1995, developed the MRI diag-
nostic process. He won the Nobel Prize for Medi-
cine in 2003, eight years after his Hall of Honor 
designation. (Lauterbur’s bio can be found on 
page 37.)



2012 I NDUCTEES

Doug Aschenbach (SHS 1977) was an outstanding musician at SHS 
in the class of 1977, and pursued that passion as a member of The Ohio 
State University Marching Band, graduating Summa Cum Laude in 1981. 
His professional career in real estate is highlighted by his leadership in 
the revitalization of the areas where OSU borders the city of Columbus. 
He founded The Script Ohio Club to benefit the OSU band, and joined his 
family for other Buckeye related philanthropy.

Mari Kohri, PhD (SHS 1991) came to Sidney as a Japanese citizen 
and sixth grader who knew only a few words of English. Her father helped 
establish the Honda engine plant near Anna. Mari mastered the language 
and curriculum to graduate a year early from SHS in 1991. Back in Japan 
eleven years later she received a doctorate in natural science, considered 
rare for a Japanese female. She specializes in the impact of invasive plants 
and animals.

Laura Richards (SHS 1911) graduated from Sidney High in 1911 and 
from nursing school in 1915. She served as a nurse in World War I before 
heading to China to define her life and career. She founded Canan Home 
special needs orphanage in 1929 and ran it with meager funding until 
1951 when the dictatorial government took control. Laura was the primary 
caregiver, teacher, evangelist, and “Mama” to over 200 Chinese orphans 
who had been ignored by society.
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SHS Football teams of 1968, 1969, and 1970, 
inducted into the Hall of Honor in 2001, are part 
of the 30-0 legacy. (SHS Football Teams of 1968, 
1969, and 1970 can be found on page 31)

2011 I NDUCTEES

Frank Fahrer dedicated his life to teaching music to his beloved students 
for over 36 years. Frank worked as a choral teacher for the Sidney City 
School District for 31 years before his retirement in 2005. He has worked 
to help his students achieve numerous recognitions and awards through 
choral competitions and events. In addition to his teaching career, he led 
the Sidney Singing Soldiers group and has served as the choir director for 
numerous local churches.

Brad Henke, PhD (SHS 1980) currently works for Glaxo SmithKline 
as the Director of Chemistry for metabolic diseases drug discovery. His 
research work throughout his career has made a significant impact on the 
field, primarily through researching and studying drugs to treat diabetes, 
obesity and endocrine disorders of aging. In addition to his research 
on these important health issues, Brad has also primary-authored 12 
publications in scientific journals, co-authored 15 publications and is named 
the inventor on 5 U.S. Patents. He is a member of the American Chemical 
Society and American Diabetes Association.

Melvin Lantz (SHS 1949) worked for 35 years at the Cummins Engine 
Company as an application engineer. His designs and contributions to the 
company were directly responsible for integrating various diesel engines 
in their applications including tanks, military trucks, marine vessels 
and highway trucks. He also worked to design an “advanced” truck that 
drastically improved handling and fuel economy. Many of his designs are 
still seen on the road today. Melvin also served his country in the United 
States Air Force, achieving the rank of First Lieutenant before his honorable 
discharge in 1969. He served as a major contributor to his community and 
youth hockey programs in his home of Columbus, Indiana.

Kevin Stayton (SHS 1970) is the Chief Curator of The Brooklyn 
Museum in Brooklyn, New York. He has worked for the museum for 30 
years, holding various positions before being named Chief Curator in 
2001. A graduate of Yale University, he has written or co-written several 
professional publications and led acclaimed exhibitions and gallery 
installations in The Brooklyn Museum. Kevin is currently an adjunct 
professor at the Bard Graduate Center for Studies in the Decorative Arts and 
is a member of the faculty committee of Sotheby’s Works of Art program 
and has taught at Columbia University.
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2010 I NDUCTEES

James H. Fouss (SHS 1957) has had a long history in the field of 
market research serving as the president of Fouss Market Research. 
Additionally, Fouss lectures in the Business Management Department of 
Washington College. Known by his colleagues and friends for his character 
and integrity, he has served in his community in many capacities, attending 
especially to the needs of the homeless and hungry. During his service 
to our country, Fouss was awarded the Air Force Commendation Medal 
while serving as a 1st Lieutenant at Williams Air Force Base in Chandler, 
Arizona.

Vera DeLean Ginn (SHS 1925) a teacher and principal in the Sidney 
City School District from 1948 through 1964, Ginn served as a leader in 
the Eastern Star Organization and found success in the business world as 
the owner of Ginn Elevator. She is remembered in Sidney as a generous 
philanthropist, dedicating herself to Ohio Northern University, Dorothy 
Love Retirement Community, The Salvation Army, The First Presbyterian 
Church and several local scholarship funds. 

Virginia McMillin (SHS 1941) one of Sidney’s finest examples of the 
“Greatest Generation”. She immediately enlisted in the United States Cadet 
Nursing Program to become a career Army Nurse. She served during World 
War II in Europe and in various VA hospitals in the United States, reaching 
the rank of First Lieutenant. She was also a nurse educator. 

Frank W. Neville, Jr. (SHS 1949) known by many locals as “Mr. 
Music” was a renowned music educator, performer and founder of 
the Sidney Civic Band. He won numerous awards and had a positive 
influence on numerous student musicians throughout his teaching career. 
Additionally, Neville served as the Director of the Shelby Metropolitan 
Housing Authority for 20 years. 

Dave Ross (SHS 1972) has been a leading advocate for the Sidney 
City Schools through philanthropy and personal involvement with Sidney 
Memorial Stadium, Hall of Honor, his graduating class, authorship of a 
book on SHS football history, and his work as the radio and TV voice of 
the Yellow Jackets. Ross was instrumental in the development of the Ross 
Historical Center in Sidney. He received his MBA from the University of 
Dayton, where he has served as the PA announcer for the football program. 
Dave has shown great dedication and involvement in countless athletic 
projects throughout Shelby County. 
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Timothy C. Adams (SHS 1968) came from modest roots to become 
a distinguished civilian leader at NASA. His combined expertise in 
Mathematics, engineering and education have been employed at NASA in 
key problem solving areas. Tim also has been a dedicated volunteer from his 
time as a graduate student until the present day in the Florida community 
where he resides.

Maclin Hall (SHS 1943) or “Mac” as he was known by family, 
friends and colleagues is an exemplary figure from America’s “Greatest 
Generation”. Mac served in the United States Army during World War II. 
He returned from service to pursue his college education and ultimately a 
successful career as a PhD physicist in industry. Mac has ten patents to his 
name for his efforts. He also led and participated in numerous community 
and service organizations throughout his life.

William David Jamieson (SHS 1958) served in the U.S. Navy as 
a Navy flight officer in the early ‘60’s. Upon his release from active duty 
he entered the Moritz College of Law at the Ohio State University where 
he attained his J.D. degree in 1968 and from which he would launch 
a distinguished career in international business with the J.D. Irving 
Companies, New Brunswick, Canada. A colleague who nominated David 
for a Lifetime Achievement Award he received from a national Canadian 
Newspaper described David this way: “His quiet intelligence, integrity 
and demonstrated respect for others have had an enormous influence on 
bringing many significant matters to a successful conclusion. He is greatly 
admired by everyone who knows him.”

Roger McDermott (SHS 1958) distinguished himself in two successful 
careers. A PhD Biochemist, he had a successful career as a research 
biochemist at Dow Chemical Company where his research team helped 
develop many important medicines still in use today. Retirement in 1994 
from Dow did not end his working life however. Instead, he embarked upon 
a teaching career, accepting the position of Chairman of the Chemistry 
Department at Wright State University’s Lake Campus. Said McDermott 
about Sidney: “Although job opportunities took me from Sidney, I have 
always been proud to call it my hometown. The great nurturing I received 
from teachers, coaches, scout leaders and my parents have served me well 
throughout my life.”
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Barbara Fifer (SHS 1965) laid the foundation of her writing career 
while still a student at SHS as co-editor of the Sidney High School News. 
As a creative writing major at Ohio University, she returned during the 
summers to work and hone her writing skills as a reporter at the Sidney  
Daily News. She continued her career as an editor, writer and publisher in 
Montana. Today she is a published author of numerous articles and several 
books about the history of the American West.

Philip E. Maurer (SHS 1940) is a true example of America’s “greatest 
generation.” A member of the class of 1940, Maurer went on to serve in the 
United States Army’s 248th Combat Battalion during World War II where 
he was seriously wounded, losing a leg. Following his recovery, he returned 
to Ohio where he earned a degree in Industrial Engineering at the Ohio 
State University. He then began a 35 year career with Goodyear Tire and 
Rubber and was a pillar of the St. Marys and Auglaize County communities 
serving on numerous church and civic boards.

Douglas Stewart (SHS 1967) has lived a life characterized by loyalty 
and longevity of service, exemplified at an early age as a 9-year member of 
the Sidney High School marching band (which just may be a record). He 
left Sidney to attend Huntington College (Indiana) and upon graduation 
returned to a career in banking at the People’s Federal Savings and Loan. 
He became People’s Federal’s youngest President in 1982, a position he still 
holds today. He has been a community leader in Sidney as well, chairing 
numerous church and civic boards including chairmanship of the Sidney 
Memorial Stadium Steering Committee.

Thomas L. Watkins (SHS 1950) was once characterized by a friend 
and colleague as “a man of quiet accomplishment.” After graduating 
at the top of his high school class, Tom completed a business degree at 
University of Cincinnati and then served in the United States Air Force 
where he attained the rank of Captain. After military service, he returned to 
Sidney where he began a career as an executive at Amos Press and devoted 
himself to the community. He served on numerous church and civic boards, 
including the Wilson Hospital, Alpha Center, IUTIS, United Way, First 
Presbyterian Church and the Barnes Educational Trust.
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Stephen J. Huxley, Ph.D. (SHS 1961) is an author and professor 
of business at the University of San Francisco where he has served since 
1973.  He is also a highly sought consultant and wrote an acclaimed book 
and investment program entitled Asset Dedication.  He’s been recognized 
both nationally and at the university level as a major player in both his field 
and university.  In 2000 Huxley received the USF Sarlo Prize, the highest 
decoration bestowed upon a single faculty member.

Elton G. Kaminski (SHS 1943) spent a forty year career with the 
Stolle Corporation in Sidney. He is the holder of 34 patents, over half of 
which relate directly to the easy-open pull-tab aluminum can. Kaminski’s 
innovations allowed this type of can to be mass produced beginning in 1962 
and within a year the aluminum pull-tab top was on its way to universal 
acceptance around the world. He retired as Executive Vice-President of 
Engineering of all Stolle Corporation operations in 1991.

Mary J. Meyer is a native of Columbus Grove (OH) and spent 40 years 
in elementary education, 26 of them at Sidney’s Central Elementary School. 
Over a quarter century past her retirement, more than a dozen former 
colleagues and students joined to enthusiastically support her nomination as 
a “caring and mentoring educator.” Meyer’s selection reminds that the Hall 
of Honor includes the entire school district, not just the high school.

Chuck Price (SHS 1967) graduated from Otterbein College in 1971 
where he became involved in several campus faith initiatives that led to 
a career with the Campus Crusade for Christ. An ordained minister, his 
multiple positions with that international group have included overseeing 
more than six thousand staff and sixty-eight ministries as United States 
Director of the CCC. He assumed a vital leadership role in assisting 9/11 
victims and survivors in New York City in 2001. Price has moved back to 
Sidney while continuing his affiliation with CCC.

Lawrence W. Waggoner, J.D. (SHS 1955) became one of the nation’s 
most highly regarded legal scholars and educators while working mainly 
at the University of Michigan. One colleague cited Waggoner for being 
“universally recognized as the most distinguished American scholar of trust 
and estate law.” He has authored numerous law school textbooks which 
enjoyed wide acceptance.
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Jim & Doris (Davis) Abbott (SHS 1962) were SHS graduating 
classmates in 1962. Both were educators and were the parents of nine 
children, three natural and six adopted. They also served as foster parents to 
over eighty other children, many of whom had special needs. The Abbotts 
reached out to so many children that their home had to be licensed as a 
group home.

William H. Deam (SHS 1940) graduated from Sidney High in 
1940, was a decorated Army Air Corps pilot during World War II (63 
missions), and returned home to make a difference in his hometown both 
professionally and in public service including Rotary, IUTIS, and the 
Zoning Board of Appeals.

Harry N. Faulkner (SHS 1959) received his SHS diploma in 1959. 
Harry became a partner in one of Sidney’s more prominent law firms while 
serving numerous community causes. He was a founder of the West Ohio 
Development Corporation, established in the early 1980’s to promote local 
and area economic growth.

Larry Lorton, Ph.D. (SHS 1956) enjoyed a distinguished career 
in education which began with teaching and coaching, and finished 
with acknowledgment as an outstanding nationally recognized school 
superintendent. He is credited with designing and implementing Ohio’s first 
public school system retirement incentive plan.

26

2005 I NDUCTEES

William Covill was a native of England who resided in Sidney only 
briefly but whose presence has been felt since his passing in 1843. Covill 
saw the emerging need for a school system and donated a 148 acre farm in 
his will to yield revenue to support local schools. By the 1950’s the farm 
was on the southwest edge of town and gradually became the site of all the 
school buildings and facilities now bounded by Fair, Fourth, and Campbell. 
William Covill is also commemorated outside Sidney Memorial Stadium.

Rob Pottorf (SHS 1977) Even in high school talent shows, it was 
obvious that his gift of music could take him well beyond his hometown. 
Though he was an outstanding performer, Rob also studied music to 
facilitate his music communications skills with other artists. His career 
then headed off-stage to composition and production. He later founded his 
own production company and has scored the music for many notable films 
including Bobby Jones Stroke of Genius.

Sheila Slyh Robinson (SHS 1983) graduated magna cum laude from 
Ohio University’s school of broadcast journalism in just three years before 
embarking on a successful radio and tv career. Known professionally as 
Sheila Gray, she received wide acclaim for her work in both West Virginia 
and Ohio. In mid-2003 the Cincinnati Enquirer summed up her presence 
on FOX-19’s weekday morning news with the headline “Gray Brightens 
Mornings.”

Robert L. Zielsdorf (SHS 1961) departed Sidney High School in 1961 
as a member of the first class of graduates to attend the new high school 
on Campbell Road. In 1977 he came home to an executive position with 
Peerless Machinery Corporation and began to establish a positive imprint 
on his business, the baking industry, and his community. He introduced 
President Ronald Reagan to a huge crowd during his 1984 re-election stop 
in Sidney.

Fletcher E. Zimpfer II, M.D. (SHS 1955) As a Navy medic, he flew 
77 rescue missions during the Vietnam conflict and was decorated six times. 
He returned to the states to specialize in skin cancer and moved to Arizona 
where the disease was common. He became a pioneer in specialized skin 
cancer treatment techniques and has also been recognized as a civic leader 
in the Phoenix area.
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Katheleen Geib Boykin (SHS 1960) was, for more than three decades, 
an education leader in foreign languages at Slippery Rock University, 
PA, from where her academic influence spread throughout the world. She 
became a curriculum innovator, a motivator for students and faculty, a 
writer and a superb academian. She retired from her position at Slippery 
Rock in 2002. During her academic career, she earned membership in eight 
honor societies and ten professional associations.

Julia Taylor Lamb, a local philanthropist throughout her lifetime, gave 
much to the schools and to the community. Yet her one act of altruism 
stands out above the rest, her donation in 1913 of land which became known 
as Julia Lamb Field where the SHS football teams played from 1919 to 2003. 
Julia Lamb was known in her lifetime and beyond as a woman who gave 
much of her life to her church and to the children of Sidney.

SGT. James D. Locker (SHS 1965), graduate of Sidney High School, 
gave his life as a United States Air Force Pararescueman in Vietnam where 
he perished on a hazardous mission to rescue a downed and wounded U.S. 
Marine Pilot. Sgt. Locker earned eight Air Medals for distinguished service, 
two Purple Hearts, several medals from the Republic of South Vietnam, 
including the Cross of Gallantry, and three Silver Stars. “These things I do, 
‘That Others May live.’”

Bruce L. Moon, Ph.D. (SHS 1969) distinguished himself through his 
extensive work in art therapy, an engaging poetic and theoretical approach 
to art as therapy with children, adolescents and adults. His clinical practice 
of art therapy has heavily focused on work with young people experiencing 
emotional difficulties. He has authored eight textbooks and earned many 
awards.

Donald L. Stephan, a creative educator, mentor of students, writer and 
master chef, served 28 of his 34 years as a teacher of English, designer of 
curriculums and leader in education in Sidney, throughout Ohio and around 
the country. While at SHS, he helped develop several programs in English 
including Project Alpha and Project 60. He also served two years in the 
Peace Corps as a lecturer in the education department of Njala University, 
West Africa. He has earned many honors over his 34 years in education.
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Judge Joseph D. Barnes (SHS 1888) was distinguished jurist, local 
historian, community leader and philanthropist. He began a legal practice 
locally that lasted 17 years before being elected Shelby County Common 
Pleas Court Judge. He also was on the bench of the Second District Court of 
Appeals, in Dayton. He and his wife planned the Raeburn E. Barnes Trust 
Student Loan Program which still serves Shelby County students today.

Lewis A. Blackford (SHS 1959) was an educator and community 
leader who began his work in education at SCS as a business education 
teacher. During his tenure, he served as wrestling and football coach, 
guidance counselor, assistant principal at SHS, and principal of Bridgeview 
Middle School. Blackford became the only SHS graduate to hold the post of 
Superintendent of SCS. Blackford created the SCS’s Hall of Honor.

Richard Cromer (SHS 1937), an art teacher in the SCS from 1949 
until his death in 1979, was a man devoted to art, to the lives of his students 
& to the community. He left his impact on the community as well as the 
classroom with his paintings throughout the community. 

William M. Dodd (SHS 1967) helped create a magazine of worldwide 
influence, developed professional and nonprofit marketing campaigns, 
and formed his own company to support environmental & philanthropic 
organizations across the U.S. and around the world. A SHS honor student 
who  also earned eight varsity sports letters and set the school’s discus 
record.

Sharon Eikenberry (SHS 1974) devoted her life to the Sidney/Shelby 
County arts community profoundly touching the lives of thousands of young 
people and adults with her skills and love for the performing arts. In 1980, 
she opened Sharon’s School of Dance in downtown Sidney. She directed and 
choreographed ballets, musicals and other variety shows as well as wrote 
original ballets.

Dr. William C. VonMeyer (SHS 1955) established an international 
record as a creative research scientist, geneticist, successful writer and 
humanitarian. He and his wife founded the Pendleton Foundation for Cancer 
Research. An award winning golfer in high school and college, in 1981 won 
the Wisconsin Glen Miller Open in Madison.
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Dr. George Clyde Fisher, nationally known as the father of astronomy 
in America, was a native and 1892 graduate of Orange Township. An 
accomplished scientist, his work in astronomy and in teaching science to 
young children was ground-breaking and nationally recognized. He was a 
close friend and colleague of both Albert Einstein and Thomas Edison.

Dr. Clayton Kiracofe, O.D., retired local optometrist, was instrumental 
in the design and construction of the existing Sidney City School facilities. 
He was a member of the Sidney Schools Board of Education when Emerson, 
Longfellow, Lowell and Whittier opened as new school buildings and led 
the bond issue campaign to build Sidney High School and Parkwood Junior 
High (now Northwood School).

James P. McClain (SHS 1945) was instrumental in coordinating the 
merger between Piqua Catholic and Holy Angels Sidney into Lehman High 
School in 1970. He was the charter president of the Holy Angels Parochial 
School Board, the first president of the Lehman School Board and a member 
of the Holy Angels Parish Council.

Roger C. McGee was superintendent of Sidney City Schools from 1964 
– 1977. McGee passed the first permanent improvement levy for the school 
district. Under his guidance, full-time elementary principal and secretarial 
positions were established as well as speech therapy and school psychologist 
programs. Several new libraries were constructed and others were updated, 
and additions were built at Sidney High School, Northwood, Emerson and 
Longfellow.

Nancy Olson (SHS 1965) is the executive director of the Florida 
Marlins Community Foundation in Miami. In 1978, she became the second 
woman in the state of Florida to be a high school athletic director, and was 
later named the director of intercollegiate athletics for Florida International 
University.

David H. Schroeder (SHS 1973) author, songwriter and software 
designer, was valedictorian of the Sidney High School class of 1973. He 
received his bachelor’s degree magna cum laude from Yale University. 
He is a nationally known software design engineer, columnist and an 
accomplished songwriter.
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Jayne Wurstner Felgen (SHS 1962) has distinguished herself as a 
nurse, administrator, author and teacher. President of Creative HealthCare 
Management of Minneapolis, Minnesota, Felgen has been a leader in the 
field of health awareness.

Paul E. Fitzwater was a music teacher at Sidney City Schools from 
1947 through 1971. Under his direction, the Sidney City Schools’ music 
department expanded extensively into previously uncharted areas of 
elementary music and other musical programs.

J. Richard Henke (SHS 1942) was the owner and operator of 
Sidney Dairy for 38 years. A community servant and volunteer, Henke 
was instrumental in the development of the YMCA and the Community 
Foundation.

Benjamin Lefevre is one of Shelby County’s most famous politicians. 
Following his service as a soldier during the Civil War, he was elected 
as the youngest member to the 65th and 66th Ohio General Assemblies 
and was later elected to the 46th session of the United States House of 
Representatives.

Gary VanFossen (SHS 1954) has been a leader in nearly every 
branch of government in Shelby County. A member of the Sidney City 
Schools Board of Education, he was also a councilman, mayor and county 
commissioner.

The Sidney High School Yellow Jacket Football Teams of 1968, 
1969, and 1970 were victorious in 30 straight games. These teams were a 
source of school and community pride.
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John Harmony (SHS 1918) enlisted in the army and was appointed 
from the ranks to West Point Academy. Harmony was a recipient of 
numerous honors including the Legion of Merit Medal, the Bronze Star and 
the Cross of Military Valor. He retired from the Army following 40 years of 
service having served in three wars.

Marianne Lauterbur Helmlinger taught in Sidney Schools for 32 
years, retiring in 1986. She was the co-founder of Shelby County’s Alliance 
for the Mentally Ill, having served as president several years. Helmlinger 
has been program chairman and vice-president of the Shelby County AARP 
and was Shelby County Senior Citizen of the Year in 1993.

James Humphrey (SHS 1939) served city government for 12 years as 
mayor, councilman and vice-mayor. He was a deacon of the Mount Vernon 
Baptist Church for over 40 years and was active in the Ohio Tri-County 
NAACP and Ohio State NAACO for Afro-American History.

Tomas Kisielius, M.D. (SHS 1964) was the clinical associate professor 
of Medicine at the Loyola University Medical Center and was president of 
the medical staff of the Resurrection Medical Center. He was the CEO of the 
Illinois Regional Oncology Network.

Steve Lorton (SHS 1964) After serving with the US Army in Korea, 
he became a writer for Sunset magazine and is now the Northwest Bureau 
Chief. Mr. Lorton appears on television in Los Angeles three times a week. 
He founded the Seattle Street Advisory Board and served on the board of the 
Washington Park Arboretum.

Richard Slagle (SHS 1944) was a charter member of the Sidney 
Jaycees and the Outstanding Jaycee President of Ohio for two years. After 
moving to Middletown, he was promoted to the position of vice-president 
of administrative services at Armco Steel. Slagle later became the senior 
consultant at Executive Communications Group and the executive director 
of Wadsworth Golf Charities Foundation.
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William T. Amos (SHS 1927) was a Phi Beta Kappan at Miami 
University. He was a prominent community, civic and philanthropic leader 
who served as editor of the Sidney Daily News and Linn’s Stamp News. 
Bill and his wife, Dorothy, gave generously to their community, church and 
university.

John T. Blake (SHS 1959) graduate of Sidney High School was a 
finance and community leader. He guided Society Bank in Dayton and 
the Commercial Loan Division of Key Corp in Seattle and Cleveland. His 
philanthropic activities include leadership on numerous boards including 
education, child welfare and the arts.

Betty Weaver Fridley was a longtime Sidney High School teacher 
known for establishing high standards for students and being a pioneer 
in the field of business education. Her 29 years at SHS were marked by 
numerous student success stories, strong school-business partnerships and a 
persuasive voice for equality of salaries for women teachers.

Wilbur E. Johnston, D.D.S. (SHS 1943) gained notoriety in several 
sports locally before serving as an aircraft navigator during World War 
II. After a successful academic and athletic experience at Ohio State, Dr. 
Johnston embarked on a dental surgery career while becoming a recognized 
leader in the horse breeding industry.

Patrick H. Milligan (SHS 1946) went on to enjoy a distinguished 
basketball and academic career at The College of Wooster. He owned 
and operated Milligan Construction Inc. and Sidney Sand and Gravel for 
40 years while providing long-time leadership for the Ohio Presbyterian 
Homes. In 1997, Mr. Milligan received the Chamber of Commerce Zenith 
Award.

Jenny Zorn, Ph.D. (SHS 1976) valdedictorian of the SHS class of 
1976, Dr. Zorn was an outstanding athlete in both high school and college 
before joining the faculty of California State-San Bernardino in 1989. She 
is a nationally known leader in geography education and received the 1998 
Distinguished Teaching Achievement Award from the National Council for 
Geographic Education.
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Robert Burns (SHS 1943) dedicated his life to community service by 
devoting countless volunteer hours to school and community improvement 
issues. In 1996, he was awarded the Sidney/Shelby County Chamber of 
Commerce highest honor, its Zenith Award.

C. Wayne Davis (SHS 1949) distinguished himself internationally in 
agricultural engineering and the grain handling industry. His leadership 
fostered the effective control of grain dust, enhancing the safety of over 
7,000 grain elevators in the United States.

Shearl L. Edler spent 27 of his 36 years as an educator at Sidney High 
School. He was a master teacher who had an incredibly positive impact on 
countless students, encouraging and stimulating them both in the classroom 
and in later life. Mr. Edler received many professional awards and authored 
numerous articles in professional journals and newspapers.

Margaret (Margo) Russell (SHS 1937) rose from a 17-year-old 
Sidney Daily News reporter to become editor of Coin World for 25 years, 
an American numismatic leader and spokeswoman, presidential appointee, 
author, lecturer, church, health care and community leader.

Homer W. Schamp, Jr., Ph.D. (SHS 1941), Professor Emeritus 
at the University of Maryland, Baltimore County, became an expert in 
thermodynamics and molecular physics and was a regular contributor 
toward the periodicals, Science & Children and The Science Teacher.

Cecil Watkins (SHS 1927) gained national recognition in the printing 
and publishing industry through his work at Amos Press. Mr. Watkins was 
a true community leader as witnessed by his charter membership in the 
Sidney Civic Club, the IUTIS Club and the formation of Tawawa Park
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John Herman Enders (SHS 1948), top official of the International 
Flight Safety Foundation, spearheaded international civil aviation 
improvements to reduce aviation loss. The 1948 Sidney High School 
graduate devoted a 46-year career to safety and socio-technical endeavors.

Thomas E. Given (SHS 1949) dedicated time, talent and energies to 
a better community, applying his vision to its progress. The 1949 Sidney 
High School graduate displayed both perception and entrepreneurship in the 
development of his own successful contracting firm, Ferguson Construction.

William Robinson Joslin, Sr. (SHS 1904), farm and community 
leader, was known nationally and statewide as an advocate of the 
cooperative movement in rural electrification and for his dedication and 
innovations in the grain industry.

James D. Russell, Ed.D. (SHS 1959) teacher, author, consultant, 
lecturer, experimenter and coordinator, this 1959 Sidney High graduate 
holds many honors from Purdue University where he served as professor of 
educational technology, Department of Curriculum and Instruction.

Donald R. Thompson, Jr., Ph.D. (SHS 1960) is internationally 
recognized for his scientific accomplishments as a physicist on the 
Principal Professional staff of Johns Hopkins University’s Applied Physics 
Laboratory. 

Dorothy Dull Wells (SHS 1944) was internationally known for her 
talent as an editor, composer and arranger of organ music with the noted 
Lorenz Publishing Co. Among her claims to fame: she composed the music 
for Sidney High’s Alma Mater.
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Linda McReynolds Bryant (SHS 1964) is a prominent in financial, 
corporate and education worlds and founder of her own company. She is a 
popular author and media spokesman in her field.

Russell Bunker (SHS 1941) a lifelong Sidney resident, civic and church 
leader, dedicated his life to the service of others since his 1941 Sidney High 
graduation. He is a decorated World War II hero, serving with the Air Force.

Richard E. Flanagan (SHS 1944), a college and professional football 
star, was appointed Superintendent of Parks and Recreation for the City 
of Sidney in 1958. He developed and led an innovative parks/recreation 
program. He also served in the Army.

William Hudson, Jr., nationally known educator, is a Tandy Scholar, 
Disney All-American Teacher, and a Christa McAuliffe Educator. His 
specialty is mathematics, but he is in demand as a consultant/speaker in 
many fields.

Harold C. McDermott, Sidney City Schools’ teacher, coach, principal 
and superintendent, is credited with the vision that brought the school 
system into the 20th century. He inspired many students during his tenure 
(1949-1964) and oversaw multiple building projects.

William F. Mentges, M.D. (SHS 1949) returned to Sidney after his 
medical training to dedicate 35 years of service to his home town, retiring 
from the staff of Wilson Memorial Hospital in 1995. 

Rear Admiral Roger E. Spreeen (SHS 1938) was a highly decorated 
Navy veteran of three wars and 32 years of service. He died January 29, 
1988, and was buried in Arlington National cemetery with full military 
honors.
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Ruth Bennett Emmons (SHS 1916) was a community leader, 
philanthropist and business woman. She was the first local licensed female 
insurance agent and founder of her own firm, the Bennett Insurance Agency.

Ida Haslup Goode (SHS 1875) became the school’s first female 
principal. An educator, business woman, Methodist leader and 
philanthropist, she held degrees from four universities for her vision and 
wisdom.

Paul C. Lauterbur, Ph.D. (SHS 1947) was world famous as the 
developer of the MRI (magnetic resonance imaging) machine for medical 
diagnosis. For his MRI work, he was awarded the Nobel Prize for Medicine 
in 2003. A year later, the new SHS science wing was named in his honor.

Lt. Col. Lloyd E. Lutz, Jr. (Ret.) (SHS 1970) As a decorated officer 
in the United States Air Force, he received a succession of important 
assignments, including to the Office of Secretary of Defense in the 
Pentagon.

Col. Ralph E. Monroe (Ret.) (SHS 1937) was a United States Air 
Force officer, a veteran of World War II and the Korean conflict. Among his 
many military decorations are the Legion of Merit and the Distinguished 
Flying Cross with Oak Leaf Clusters.

Marcia C. Shattuck, M.D. (SHS 1971) is a specialist and teacher in 
anatomic/surgical pathology. She heads the pathology department at the 
Burns Clinic Medical Center, Petoskey, Michigan, as well as publishing and 
researching in her field.

L. Jack VanFossen (SHS 1955), following a career as an attorney, U.S. 
Army captain and CEO of ChemLawn Corp., was named president and 
CEO of Red Roof Inns, Inc. He contributed expertise on the boards of 15 
corporations.
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J. Oliver Amos (SHS 1927) was Chairman of the Board, Emeritus, 
of Amos Press, Inc. Mr. Amos was active in church, civic and educational 
affairs, including support of the Sidney City Schools and Miami University 
in Oxford, Ohio.

Mary Agnes Brandewie, an award-winning teacher at Sidney High 
School from 1962 through 1973, developed the mathematics curriculum 
for the school and, after retiring, volunteered as a teacher at Lehman High 
School for another 13 years.

Rebecca Crimm (SHS 1961) was one of the first women to achieve 
prominence in television as a news anchor woman, reporter, producer and 
national correspondent.

Robert (Bob) Hipple (SHS 1934) was an industrialist and founder 
of H&H Machine Tool Co. A civic leader and philanthropist, the Hipple 
Cancer Research Center in Dayton, Ohio, was named in his honor.

Lois Lenski (SHS 1911) became an internationally known children’s 
book author, illustrator and recipient of the John Newbery medal for most 
distinguished contribution to children’s literature.

William W. Milligan (SHS 1941), a political leader, was U.S. Attorney 
Southern District of Ohio, and represented Sidney/Shelby County in the 
Ohio House of Representatives.

Granville Robinson was football, basketball and track coach at Sidney 
High School from 1926 through 1936. He oversaw the renovation of Julia 
Lamb Stadium and he named the school’s athletic teams the Yellow Jackets 
from his college alma mater, Baldwin Wallace.
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William A. Ross, Jr. (SHS 1940) was chief executive officer of Ross 
Aluminum Foundries and an avid Sidney City School supporter. Mr. Ross, 
an expert in local history was a largely anonymous local philanthropist.

Dean Atlee Snyder was a teacher at Sidney High School from 1925 to 
1926 and principal from 1928 to 1931. He was a founder of the IUTIS Club 
and helped revamp Julia Lamb Stadium.

Col. S.L. (Pete) Stephan (Ret.) (SHS 1931) was a U.S. Marine Corps 
officer, decorated for World War II and Korean Conflict service. He was 
superintendent of Ohio’s Soldier’s and Sailor’s Orphans Home in Xenia, 
Ohio.
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Dr. George Clyde Fisher, inducted into the Hall of Honor in 
2002, with Albert Einstein (top) and Thomas Edison (bottom). 
Fisher, nationally known as the father of astronomy in 
America, was a native and 1892 graduate of Orange Township.  
(Fisher’s bio can be found on page 30)
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Jon Allison
Anonymous Gift

Area Energy & Electric, Inc.
Ann & Merrill Asher

Mr. & Mrs. Robert Baird 
Jack & Sheila Beer 

Devon & Sandra Beer 
Dr. John O. & Jan Beigel 

Karl & Judy Bemus 
Harry & Paula Benshoff 

Timothy A. Bickel 
John & Merdith (Asbury) Blake 

Hugh & Kay Bonnoront 
Kathleen Geib-Boykin 

Teresa Cegledy
Rebecca Crimm 

Mark & Joyce Deam
William Deam

Thomas & Marjorie Dunnavant 
Shearl Elder

Harry & Bonnie Faulkner 
Jayne (Wurstner) Felgen 

Freytag & Associates, Inc.

Mick & Vickie Given 
Tom & Mivi Given 

Mr. & Mrs. James Hall
Marianne L. Helmlinger

Dr. Wilbur Johnston
Elton & Jean Kaminski
Rudy & Rhonda Keister

Douglas W. Millhoff 
Milligan Construction Co.

Mrs. Carol Milligan
Dr. Bruce Moon 

Duane & Pat Mullen 
Mutual Federal Savings Bank 

Nancy J. Olson 
David & Kelly Rees 

Dave Ross 
John & Cindy Scheu 
The Spot Restaurant 
Donald L. Stephan 
Douglas Stewart

Mike & Terri Thompson 
Gary & Sue VanFossen 
Tom & Polly Watkins

We also appreciate the donations received after  
our publishing deadline.

Thank you to the following for in-kind contributions: 
Gregg & Beth Bonnoront, Mike Lochard,  

Tom Martin, and Dave Ross. 

SIDNEY HIGH SCHOOL -  ALMA MATER

Words by Sally Benjamin Castle
Music by Dorothy Dull Wells – SHS Class of 1944

Hail, Sidney High School! We will spread thy fame. 
Our Sidney High School, we will praise thy name. 

Now to our school, we pledge our loyalty; 
Glory and honor, Sidney High, to thee.

Chorus
Sidney High, thy name we praise; 
Sidney High, our song we raise.

Hail, Sidney High School! Changeless, ever be; 
Through all the years thy guiding light we see. 

Ever we hail thee, chosen from the rest, 
Our Sidney High School, the school we love best.

Chorus
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